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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1, 5, 6-7, 18-19, and 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by United States Patent Number 6,636,666 to Chan et al. 

Chan et al. discloses a multi-wavelength light source comprising: 

• A gain medium (EDFA) which emits light of a plurality of wavelengths in 
response to pumping disposed in an optical cavity; 

• An optical equalizer (filters) in the optical cavity (column 4, lines 29-36) so as to 
provide more even optical power distribution. 

As to claims 6-7, there are input ends and output ends with isolators. 

As to claim 20, phase gratings are disclosed. 

As to claims 21-22, a feedback mechanism is disclosed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chan et al. as 
applied to claim 1 above. 

Chan et al. discloses a multi-wavelength light source with multiple wavelengths 
(scaleable), but fails to explicitly disclose the number of wavelengths as claimed. Chan et al. 
does not limit the number of wavelengths used. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to configure the apparatus to work with a number of wavelengths as a matter 
of obvious design choice for its intended use. 

5. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chan et al. as 
applied to claim 1 above. 

Chan et al. discloses Erbium doped amplification, but fails to explcitly disclose the use of 
an indium phosphide-based gain medium. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use indium phosphate in place of Erbium, since it has been held to be 
within the general skill of a worker in the art to select a known material on the basis of its 
suitability for the intended use as a matter of obvious design choice. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 
416. 

6. Claims 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chan et al. as 
applied to claim 1 above. 

Chan et al. discloses a multi-wavelength light source with anti-reflection coatings, but 
faisl to explicitly disclose placement on a silicon-on-insulator (SOI) chip. 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to place the components of Chan et al. on a single SOI chip for the 
motivation of decreasing the amount of space needed and to make a compact device. 

Claim Objections 

7. Claims 8, 11, 12, 13-17 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. The prior art made of record fails to explicitly disclose or 
reasonably suggest a ring resonator type structure, or an optical equalizer comprising a 
multiplexer and demultiplexer within an optical cavity. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
The prior art made of record fails to explicitly disclose or reasonably suggest a method or 
producing a plurality of optical outputs at different wavelengths using a resonating cavity. 
Therefore claims 24-25 are allowed. Claim 26 is allowed by virtue of dependency. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric Wong whose telephone number is 571-272-2363. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 830AM - 430PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Frank Font can be reached on 571-272-2415. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Frank G. Font 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2800 



